
Passage to be Studied:  ___________________________________ 

*Don’t forget to pray and ask God for His help interpreting His Words!* 

1.  If you are starting a new book, read through or skim it to get a “big picture” idea.  Did you find any 

background information? 

-Who is writing?  Who is their audience? 

-When and where was it written?  What was going on at the time? 

-What was the author’s purpose? 

2.  Write down your passage.  

3.  What are some questions you have about this passage? 

4.  Read the verses that come before and after to get the immediate context. 

5.  Underline any key words or phrases.  Look them up on Blue Letter Bible (www.blb.org) or in a 

concordance and record any definitions which are helpful.  Circle any “buts” or “therefores” and draw 

an arrow to remind yourself to look at the previous verses. 

6. Look up the cross-references and record any which are helpful. 

7.  If you wish, consult other sources such as study Bible notes, sermons or commentaries and make 

note of what you learn. 

8.  Try to go back and write down answers to the questions you had at the beginning.  Also, try to 

answer these: 

-What does this passage teach me about God/ Jesus/ Holy Spirit? 

-What does it teach about humanity? 

-How does it fit into the one all-encompassing story that spans from Genesis to Revelation? 

9.  Write a summary in your own words, incorporating what you have learned. 

10.  List specific ways you can live out your identity in Christ by applying this passage to your life 

(remember, it’s about being, not doing!).  Remind yourself of the gospel and confess and repent of any 

sins. 

11.  Pray that God would help you in your application. 

12.  Continue to meditate on and/ or memorize this passage throughout the week, hiding it in your 

heart! 

Throughout:  Discuss what you are learning with a community of other believers to learn from them, 

avoid blind spots, and have accountability and encouragement! 

http://www.blb.org/

